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“The start of something new brings the hope of something great” 
 Superintendent LaCroix 

 
While the quote above could apply to many situations, it holds special meaning for 
those engaged in public education.  As the days become shorter and the nights cooler, 
families in Howard and Suamico begin turning their thoughts toward the new school 
year. The fields, which stood empty for much of the summer, begin to bustle with 
athletes or musicians and the parking lots fill with educators and other students 
preparing with the hope of something great. 
 
The District convocation is an opportunity to build on this early energy while welcoming 
back current staff and introducing new staff. This year more than 50 new staff, including 
40 educators, three administrators and support staff joined the District in their mission 
to provide a world-class education. In addition, the convocation is the first opportunity 
for leadership to cast a vision for the upcoming school year and support the hope of 
something great. Superintendent La Croix’s vision this year was centered on providing 
hope for our community’s students through a world-class public education. 
 
Following the convocation is the first opportunity for many of our new students to visit 
their schools and teachers during the district-wide open houses. Many of these new 
students are from families moving into our district; however, this year the Howard-
Suamico School District has also experienced record levels of open enrollment with 
more than 200 new students choosing HSSD. 
 
Due to overwhelming community support of last year’s referendum, many of the 
students and staff will experience newly enhanced facilities. Student safety and security 
has been improved at a number of our buildings with additional instructional space 
added at others. In addition, the Howard-Suamico area is already benefiting daily from a 
newly remodeled community pool and will benefit shortly from the uplifting music 
echoing from Bay Port’s new orchestra center.  
 
The tone for this school year is built on the idea that if there is hope in the future then 
there’s power in the present; and given the level of energy already felt in the District, 
there is significant power available. The Board of Education invites you to come visit 
your schools during the next nine months and observe, first-hand, the hope that runs 
through each and every student that walks these halls.  

For more information about the Howard-Suamico School District, please visit our 
website at www.hssd.k12.wi.us; or for additional information regarding this article, 
contact school board member Mark Ashley at 434-7239 or markashl@hssd.k12.wi.us  


