
From the School Board  

January, 2018 

HSSD Referendum: April 3, 2018  
 

In early January, the Howard-Suamico School District Board of Education unanimously approved a 
resolution for an operational referendum question to be placed on the April 3, 2018 ballot. The 
referendum will address ongoing challenges facing the District including reducing class sizes, employee 
compensation, and facility maintenance. We are presenting a referendum question which is responsive 
to input from residents and staff as well as the work of the Community Task Force.  
 
How these referendum funds will be used is outlined below and has been determined by ongoing 
dialogue, via personal meetings and multiple surveys, between the district and the Howard-Suamico 
community: 

• Approximately one-half of the referendum funds would be used to hire 30 classroom teachers 
phased in over two years in order to reduce class sizes in grades K-12 across the District.  
 

• A little over one-quarter of the funds would be used to enhance staff compensation and close 
the gap with neighboring districts.  
 

• The remainder of the funds would be used to address facility maintenance needs identified in 
the recent master facilities study.  
 

For more detailed information on each of these items, we encourage you to visit the referendum 
website at www.hssd.k12.wi.us/referendum or contact a school board member. 
 
The journey to this point began, in part, when Wisconsin imposed a state-wide revenue limit that 
restricts the amount of money a district can receive. Because of this low revenue situation, our District 
receives considerably less funding, $7 million less in state per-pupil revenue last year alone, than the 
average Wisconsin school district. In the face of these challenges, the Board of Education remains fully 
committed to ensuring the district is highly efficient, academically honors every student and provides 
taxpayers with a solid return on their investment.  
 
We encourage you to visit the referendum website for additional details on the information above as 
well as answers to Frequently Asked Questions. Together, with your support, we can overcome these 
financial challenges and continue to ensure that all of our students have the knowledge and skills to 
succeed. 

For more information about the Howard-Suamico School District, please visit our website at 
www.hssd.k12.wi.us or for additional information regarding this article, contact school board member 
Mark Ashley at markashl@hssd.k12.wi.us.  

http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/referendum

