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Student Representative to the Board of Education 

 
 Recently, there has been a demand for new thought and creativity. This demand has 
especially increased within public schools and our district. The Howard-Suamico School District 
has continually strived for new ways to cater to everyone in the district and by opening up 
additional ways to easily communicate with the community, the Board of Education has been 
more efficient and effective in their doings.  The district has had increased communication 
between the Board and the students at Bay Port High School. A student representative to the 
Board was established in 2006 and has been successful ever since.  
 
 Ten years later the student representative is still a vital part of the School Board. The 
student rep serves as a means of communication between the Board of Education and its students 
that their policies directly affect. Yearly, students apply to be able to sit on the board as a 
nonvoting member. Once a student representative is selected, they then become the new voice of 
the student body. I, Gretchen Trast, was appointed at the end of the 2014-2015 school year. After 
attending the first few meetings, I realized the importance of my position and began to enjoy it 
thoroughly. My first meeting was the 25th of May of last year and my term comes to a close on 
the upcoming 23rd of May of this year.  
 
 The amount I have learned this past year will be vital to my post-secondary education and 
my profession. I have been able to experience how an efficient board room runs through the 
procedures of Policy Governance and additionally, how to lead a community by a series of ends 
policies. There is an importance in appointing the most well rounded people and then allowing 
them to have the freedom to do their job. I have also learned that it takes a great amount of 
teamwork to accomplish the tasks the Board is given and the reason why this teamwork works so 
well is because everyone is held accountable. 
 
 Previous to this past year, I recognized how privileged I was to be a part of the Howard-
Suamico School District; however, after seeing the ins and outs of the broader levels of 
leadership, I could not be more grateful. It takes a lot of time and effort from the Board, and then 
the Administration, and finally my teachers to run such an amazing district.  I would like to 
thank those who are on the board, but also those who are the vital parts of the Administration 
who are present at every board meeting. I cannot wait to see the upcoming successes of the 
Howard-Suamico School District and I know that the Board of Education has great things in 
store for our future.  
 
For more information about our governance policies or our school district, please visit our 
website at www.hssd.k12.wi.us/board - policies - governance policies.  For additional 
information regarding this article, contact Student Representative to the Board, Gretchen Trast at 
trasgret@student.hssd.k12.wi.us, or School Board member, Rachelle Paulsen, 
rachpaul@hssd.k12.wi.us . Questions and comments are always welcome. 
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