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Howard-Suamico Board of Education Advocacy 

“We all have a story to tell whether we whisper or yell” 

Representing others is integral to our role as members of the Howard-Suamico Board of 
Education. A large part of our responsibility is to represent the Howard-Suamico 
residents’ values and desires concerning education in the policies we develop for the 
school district. In addition, we also advocate for the district with businesses as well as 
local and state legislators.  

As a Board, we take the role of advocacy very seriously. In the current climate of 
shrinking state budgets and schools being asked to do more with less, it is crucial that 
we share our story on behalf of those we represent.  For more than 10 years, the Board 
has recognized the importance of telling the District’s story and has taken advantage of 
multiple opportunities to do so.  Some examples include: 

• Hosting monthly linkages with groups from across the two villages (i.e. parents, 
active older adults, post secondary education institutions, civic leaders, local 
businesses, legislators);   

• Speaking to the Joint Finance Committee; 
• Scheduling meetings with legislators both in Madison and within the district 

boundaries; 
• Partnering with businesses; 
• Attending and presenting at multiple conferences on the topic of advocacy. 

The Board has recently taken several additional steps to improve our legislative 
advocacy efforts: 

• Become purposeful in regard to messaging in support of our long and short-term 
objectives (revenue caps, budget specifics, finance reform, etc.); 

• Maintain regular monthly communication with our legislators and community; 
• Align each board member with a specific legislator;  
• Collaborate purposefully with entities that share our common goals. 

Our school district has an important story to tell. 

For more information about the Howard-Suamico School District, please visit our 
website at www.hssd.k12.wi.us or for additional information regarding this article, 
contact School Board member Lisa Botsford at lisabots@hssd.k12.wi.us. 


