
From the School Board  
March 2015 

WASB Day at the Capitol Event 

 On Wednesday, March 18, 2015, two members of the Howard-Suamico Board of Education and 
Superintendent, Damian LaCroix, traveled to Madison to advocate on behalf of the Howard Suamico School 
District (HSSD).  The Wisconsin Association of School Board (WASB) sponsors a Day at the Capitol event every 
two years in conjunction with the state’s biennial budget.  The focus of the day is to gain clarity regarding the 
proposed state budget, as well as give school board members an opportunity to meet face to face with local 
legislators to inform them how the proposed budget will affect school districts within their legislative 
territories. 
 
 The day began with a budget briefing with the Director of Policy & Management, Erin Fath, 
Department of Public Instruction.  Ms. Fath highlighted key state budget provisions proposed in the 2015-17 
budget.  Many of the educational budgetary issues are extremely complex.  It was interesting to hear concerns 
from districts all over the state as well as the various factors that dictate school funding priorities. 
  

There are several pressing issues within the proposed budget that will directly affect HSSD.  In 
preparation for our meetings with local legislators, the board decided to address seeking support in raising the 
state funded low-revenue ceiling by $200 for 2015-16 and $100 for 2016-17.  This will increase low-revenue 
cost per pupil from $9,100 to $9,400 by 2016-17.  This increase will better equalize low spending school 
districts, such as HSSD, and move us closer to a state wide average.  Additionally, the board addressed 
repurposing the $105.6 million allocation to fund the State Levy Tax Credit into the state general aid and not 
fund the private school voucher entitlement program through the use of state general aid.  Our group 
discussed these concerns with Representative David Steffens, and with staff members from the offices of Rep. 
John Nygren, Jim Steineke, Senators Dave Hansen and Rob Cowles.  In April, Representatives Nygren, Steffens, 
Steineke, and Senators Hansen and Cowles have been invited to attend a Legislative Linkage and Advocacy 
with our board. This will give the board an opportunity to present further information regarding the proposed 
budget cuts.   

 
 Also, on Wednesday, March 18, 2015, two of our Board of Education Members and Assistant 
Superintendent, Betty Zimdars, traveled to Brillion to attend one of several budget hearings presented by the 
State Joint Finance Committee.  This hearing gave HSSD the opportunity to again address our issues with the 
proposed state budget.  Senator Cowles and Representative Nygren were present at this event.   As the state 
budget process continues, the Board of Education will continue to actively advocate for our school district.  
We are hopeful our requests are under serious consideration.   
 
 For more information about the Howard-Suamico School District, please visit our website at 
www.hssd.k12.wi.us or for additional information regarding this article, contact school board member Laura 
Barnard at laurbarn@hssd.k12.wi.us. 
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