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Student Representative to the Board of Education 
 
 Martin Luther King Jr. once stated, “The function of education is to teach one to think 
intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true 
education.” This is what the Howard Suamico School District and the Board of Education 
embodies. Take one look at the many posters of 21st Century Skills posted at Bay Port, and you 
will see these same values. 
 
  In 2006, the Board of Education decided to appoint a student representative, as a non-
voting member, to serve a one year term on the Board. The responsibility of the student 
representative is to establish and grow a two-way communication from the Board to the 
students and from the students to the Board. During this last year I, Alexis Abel, was fortunate 
enough to hold this position. Through this opportunity I have gained intelligence and developed 
my character. I have learned more about myself and my school district than I thought I could 
learn. Most importantly, I have witnessed immense growth, and perseverance in the Howard 
Suamico School District.  
 

From the first meeting that I sat at the table, I truly felt like an integral part of the Board. 
I was always encouraged and asked for input on the policies and decisions that directly impact 
my life and the lives of not only my peers but the community as a whole. The content of the 
meetings and understanding Policy Governance can be difficult, but there was never a lack of 
Board members willing to help me. I watched the Board members continue to work at 
improving themselves in order to improve the Board.  One example was by reading the book 
Crucial Conversations.  Board members and I evaluated the way we communicate with others 
and learned how to improve our communication; communication being one of the main goals 
of the Board, if not the main goal of the Board.  

 
I was able to speak for the many students that are a part of this wonderful district, to 

some of the people who make this district so wonderful. I witnessed the Board continue to seek 
to make the Howard Suamico School District better, though this is not by any means an easy 
task. During my time as the student representative, I learned more about the beauty of working 
with and for people. I saw the Board communicate with various groups of people throughout 
the community, always looking for ways to improve.  

 
 I have gained skills from the Board of Education that will last a lifetime. I feel incredibly 
privileged to be a part of the Howard Suamico School District. I am able to go to school every 
day in a place where I am encouraged to do my best, and where I am given every resource to be 
able to do so. I am eternally grateful to the many people that have impacted this journey: the 
members of the Board, Superintendent Damian LaCroix, Cabinet members and Sharon 
Rentmeester, Secretary to the Board. I would also like to extend my gratitude to my teachers 



and every teacher in the district; you are vital to this district and appreciated more than you 
know. The Board of Education and everyone in the Howard Suamico School District is building 
the future, and a bright future it is.  
 

For more information about our governance policies or our school district, please visit 
our website at www.hssd.k12.wi.us   For additional information regarding this article, contact 
Student Representative to the Board, Alexis Abel at abelalex@student.hssd.k12.wi.us , or 
School Board member, Lisa Botsford, lisabots@hssd.k12.wi.us   
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