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2018-19 Howard-Suamico School District Budget 
 

“Don't tell me what you value, show me your budget, 
 and I'll tell you what you value.”  J. Biden 

 
It’s fall in Wisconsin and that means football, changing leaves, cooler temperatures and budget 
season. During our annual meeting last month, community members received a detailed review 
of the school district’s 2018-19 budget ultimately voting to adopt as presented. In addition, the 
Board of Education approved a levy of $26,570,826, which supports a district budget of 
$89,505,581 – an increase of 3.18% from the previous year. This levy will result in the school’s 
portion of our property taxes remaining stable at $9.19 - below the state’s average levy. Most 
importantly we agree with Mr. Biden and believe this new budget establishes that we continue 
to value innovation, investing in our staff, driving academic performance for every student and 
planning for future opportunities. 
 
One of the future opportunities shared with community members was the proposed purchase 
of 10 acres directly in front of Bay Port High School. While on the market for a number of years, 
this property has only been an occasional topic of board discussion as the timing has never 
been right. However, with upcoming improvements to Lineville Road and a potential 
corresponding increase in value, as well as renewed interest by other potential purchasers, we 
felt the timing was right to give serious consideration.  
 
After significant consultation with leaders in real estate, the community and local businesses, 
the district formed a plan to move forward with an offer. The source of funds for the purchase 
will come from two sources: 

• $389,000 from the sale of surplus land in Howard set to close November 30, 2018; 
• Approximately $1.5 million from an assigned district account of which the funds are 

specifically designated only for capital projects/purchases. 
 
While there are no immediate plans to build on this land, the acquisition represents the 
beginning of a long-term process in which the district is developing a “best-use” plan on 
leveraging this resource for future students. We hope the 2018-19 budget and this land 
purchase demonstrate to our community and students that we value their education today and 
well into the future. 

For more information about the Howard-Suamico School District budget please visit our 
website at www.hssd.k12.wi.us, or for additional information regarding this article, contact 
school board member Mark Ashley at 737-2067 or markashl@hssd.k12.wi.us.  


