
From the School Board  
April, 2015  

 
 

Howard-Suamico Board of Education Advocacy 
 

Advocating for the students of the Howard-Suamico School District (HSSD) is part of your 
School Board’s job description.  We strive to maintain purposeful connection, meaningful 
relationships, and continuing communication with our state legislators in order to share the 
potential impact of any budget or policy decisions. Our goal is to provide a consistent, factual 
message about our students, staff, district, and community.   
 
The Board has taken advantage of many opportunities to advocate on behalf of our district this 
year.  On March 18, 2015, members joined our superintendent at the Wisconsin Association of 
School Boards Day at the Capital advocacy workshop.  On that same day, other members 
testified before the Joint Finance Committee Hearings.  The primary issues covered by both 
groups were raised in response to the proposed state budget for 2015-16, such as a request to 
restore funding of certain categorical aides for 2015-16, and the effect of an $828,000 cut to 
HSSD if that funding isn’t restored.  School boards and administrators from across the state were 
present at both of these events echoing our concerns and sharing their information. 
 
We also had the opportunity for a more in-depth discussion on April 24, 2015.  Representative 
John Nygren, Senator Dave Hansen, and Senator Rob Cowles accepted our invitation to a 
linkage at Bay View Middle School.  Our time began with a tour showcasing an award-winning 
middle school’s emphasis on College, Career, and Citizenship Readiness.  We then gathered in 
the Library Media Center for a round-table discussion on matters of mutual interest related to 
funding for our school district.  Specific information was shared regarding the changing 
demographics in our district and communities.  This linkage provided a key opportunity for the 
School Board and District administrators to share accurate and well-researched information 
regarding educational needs of our students and the impact of the proposed budget on the HSSD.   
We sincerely appreciate the responsiveness, consideration of our positions and frequent support 
received from our state representatives and senators and we look forward to continued 
collaboration. 
  
Our advocacy efforts are something we take seriously and are proud of.  We welcome the chance 
to share achievements of our students and district, and we continue to work with the needs of our 
entire district uppermost in our minds.   
 
For more information about the Howard-Suamico School District, please visit our website at 
www.hssd.k12.wi.us or for additional information regarding this article, contact School Board 
member Teresa Ford at tereford@hssd.k12.wi.us   
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