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 Student Representative to the Board of Education 
  
 The Board of Education is a vital part of the Howard-Suamico School District, as well as the 
community in general. Beginning in 2006, one student per year has been given the opportunity 
to sit on the school board as a non-voting member in order to be the voice for the student body.  
He or she is able to participate in the meetings, and share the opinions of the student body on 
matters that largely pertain to them. In May of 2014, I was chosen to fill this position as the 
Student Representative to the Board of Education. It has truly been an honor serving as the 
Student Representative, and I have learned some very valuable skills from it.  
 
 Going into board meetings can be quite intimidating, and frankly, I didn’t know what to 
expect. The content of the board meetings can be quite complicated at times, and difficult to 
comprehend. However, after a few meetings and a great deal of help from my mentor Rachelle 
Paulson, as well as the rest of the board, I was able to feel comfortable enough to share my 
opinion on a multitude of topics. The Board members have always been very welcoming, and 
very interested in how I was and what I had been doing. I felt comfortable sharing my thoughts 
with them, and always knew that they took my opinions into deep consideration.  
 
 Through watching and participating in Board meetings, I have gained a great number of 
skills. The Board worked diligently to revamp the methods used to link the Board to various 
groups in the community, and I had the opportunity to see this process in action. I saw firsthand 
how difficult it could be to link with so many groups in so little time. Despite these problems, the 
Board came up with ingenious solutions for how to work around these barriers. The level of 
teamwork and respect seen in each and every Board meeting is indescribable, and it truly taught 
me the importance of teamwork, communication, and problem solving skills.   
 
 I have gained so much from being a part of the Board of Education. It has truly shown me 
the inter-workings of the Howard-Suamico School District, and all the work that goes into even 
the smallest decisions. I am so grateful for the opportunity that was given to me by being a part 
of this Board. It has been an honor to work with each and every Board member. I know the HSSD 
Board of Education will continue to do great things in the future. 
 
For more information about our governance policies or our school district, please visit our website at 
www.hssd.k12.wi.us/board - policies - governance policies.  For additional information regarding this 
article, contact Student Representative to the Board, Katie Brown, or School Board member, Rachelle 
Paulsen, rachpaul@hssd.k12.wi.us . Questions and comments are always welcome. 
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