
National Blue Ribbon School 
 

Suamico Elementary School 
Receives National  

Blue Ribbon Status from 
U.S. Secretary of Education  

Today the United States Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan,  
announced that Suamico Elementary School is the recipient of a 2013 
National Blue Ribbon award. A school-wide celebration and assembly 

was held today, Wednesday, September 25 to announce the award to 
the Suamico Elementary School community. Suamico Elementary is  

located at 2153 School Lane, Green Bay, WI. 
  

Suamico Elementary’s selection is in recognition of its ability to maintain high 
achievement standards over the last five years. Suamico Elementary is among 

schools in the top 15 percent for performance levels on the state’s reading and 
mathematics assessments and is considered within the “Exemplary High Performing 

School” category. It was among five Wisconsin public schools nominated by State  
Superintendent Tony Evers. 

  
This National Blue Ribbon acknowledgement has occurred only two other times in the Greater 

Green Bay area in the last twenty years.  In 2006, Jackson Elementary of Green Bay Public Schools 
was recognized and in 1993, another Howard-Suamico School District school, Bay View Middle School,  
was honored. 
  
Suamico Elementary Principal Ryan Welnetz said, “We were pleased to be nominated by State  
Superintendent Tony Evers last November. To now know that we’ve received this rare National Blue Ribbon 
status is incredibly rewarding for our teachers and students.” 
  
“Suamico Elementary encourages each student to be a safe, respectful and responsible Suamico Panther,” 
said Welnetz. “Each day, students embrace that role so we are giving each of them their own blue ribbon to 
mark their efforts.”   
  
Damian LaCroix, Superintendent of Howard-Suamico School District said, “Our mission is to work together 
with families and the community to ensure our students have the knowledge and skills to succeed in our 
ever changing world. The National Blue Ribbon award helps us know we are accomplishing just that.” 
  
Suamico Elementary was established in 1954 and enrolls 325 kindergarten through fourth grade students. 
Located in Suamico, Wisconsin it is one of the eight schools in the Howard-Suamico School District. A 
unique feature of Suamico Elementary is its 17-acre school forest where students explore curriculum  
concepts with learning experiences on the hiking trails and at the outdoor classroom stations. Technology  
is heavily integrated in the elementary environment and the staff sets improvement goals centered 
on individual student growth. 

 

The National Blue Ribbon announcement comes on the heels of the school’s state rating as “significantly 
exceeds expectations” and was the 21st highest rated public school in Wisconsin. The state’s “exceed  
expectations” rating was awarded to the Howard-Suamico School District and the Wisconsin Center for  
Performance Excellence recognized the district with the Wisconsin Forward Proficiency Award in 2011.  
Other recent district distinction includes Bay Port High School being among this year’s highest scoring ACT 
schools in the region. Bay Port is also recognized by Newsweek as a 2013 “America’s Best High School.”  


