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Advocacy 

 

Advocating for the students of the Howard-Suamico School District is an important part of the School Board’s work. We 

strive to maintain purposeful connection, meaningful relationships, and continuing communication with our state 

legislators in order to share the potential impact of any budget or policy decisions.  

 

The Board has taken advantage of many opportunities to advocate on behalf of our district as of late. On March 13, 

2019, several school board members attended the Wisconsin Association of School Boards “Day at the Capitol” advocacy 

event. This was an opportunity to meet with our local legislators at their offices in Madison and advocate for provisions 

in the State’s biennium budget.  

 

Due to the method in which school funding is calculated, the Howard-Suamico School District has had less revenue to 

spend on a per pupil basis than most school systems in Wisconsin. As one of the lowest spending school districts in the 

state, we requested their support to restore funding by increasing equalization aid. We also asked for a collaborative, 

bipartisan effort toward increased funding for students with special needs. The Howard-Suamico School District 

transfers about $6,000,000 annually from Fund 10 to Fund 27 to provide equitable learning opportunities for over 700 

students with special needs. Increasing special education reimbursement funding will help to mitigate this expense.  

 

Just a few weeks later on April 24, several school board members testified before the Joint Finance Committee at a 

public hearing held on the UW-Green Bay campus to reiterate these same key points.  

 

Board members and District administrators also had the opportunity for a more in-depth discussion on May 10 when 

Senators Rob Cowles, Dave Hansen and Representatives John Nygren, David Steffen and Jim Steineke accepted the 

Board’s invitation for a round-table discussion on matters of mutual interest related to funding for our school district.  

Also attending were Village administrators/trustees, and the Chamber of Commerce VP of Government & Community 

Relations. This provided a key opportunity for the Board and District administrators to share accurate and well-

researched information regarding educational needs of our students and the impact of the proposed budget on the 

Howard-Suamico School District.  We sincerely appreciate the responsiveness, consideration of our positions, and 

frequent support received from our state representatives and senators and we look forward to continued collaboration. 

 

Our advocacy efforts are something we take seriously and are proud of, and would welcome your support as we 

continue to strive for predictable, sustainable, and equitable funding for public education.  

 

For additional information about the Howard-Suamico School District or how you can support these efforts, please 

contact School Board member, Vanessa Moran at vanemora@hssdschools.org  
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