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Community Survey – Thank You 

 

The Howard Suamico Board of Education would like to thank the 1,465+ record number residents who 
recently completed a survey and shared their feedback regarding the April 2017 operational referendum.  The 
goal of the survey was to help the Board better understand the community sentiment regarding district 
opportunities and challenges.  The responses spanned across multiple spectrums, including, various age 
groups, parents and non-parents, as well as those who have resided in our district for years.  The mission of 
our district is to work together with families and community to ensure that our students have the knowledge 
and skills to succeed in a changing world.  By sharing your concerns and ideas, the Board can better execute 
this mission.   

The initial results of the survey indicate the community’s concerns with regard to clarity of the 
referendum and past spending.  In turn, the Board is working hard to ensure we deliver a clearer message 
around district needs and financial constraints.  The Howard-Suamico School District has less money to spend 
on a per pupil basis than 90 percent of the 422 school systems in Wisconsin.  Since 1993 when revenue limits 
were imposed on school districts, we have had to operate leaner than our comparable districts to stay 
financially solvent.  We need to continue to share this message with our community. 

The survey responses communicate the hesitation for ongoing authorization to exceed the revenue 
limits.  The Board is working closely with our legislators and others to analyze all options available.  Though we 
cannot predict future state spending budgets, we are dedicated to improving long term state education 
spending.   

We will continue to seek input as we strive to arrive at a referendum solution that the community can 
confidently support.   

For more information about the Howard Suamico School District, please visit our website at 
www.hssd.k12.wi.us or for additional information regarding this article, contact school board member Laura 
Barnard at laurbarn@hssd.k12.wi.us 
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