
May 24, 2018 
 
Dear HSSD Families and Staff, 
 
I am writing to share the second in a series of three post-referendum informational updates. The 
topic this month is: staff compensation. At its meeting on May 21, the Board of Education 
approved the hiring of 13 new teachers. As part of our class-size reduction strategy, we are in 
the final stages of filling remaining openings in preparation for 2018-19. I am excited to offer my 
first impressions of a very talented class of new educators that is highly skilled and eager to join 
the HSSD team! 
 
In addition, the referendum outcome empowers HSSD to address compensation gaps and 
compete for top talent in a white-hot labor market. For example, a recent report from  The 
Kiplinger Letter  noted that nationally wages continue to push higher, up 2.7% year-over-year in 
March - while Wisconsin’s unemployment rate just reached a record low figure. 
 
As pledged during the campaign, a total investment of $1 million of referendum funds will be 
aimed at making staff compensation more competitive in 2018-19. This figure represents a 
2.89% increment in salaries and wages across teacher and support staff employee groups. The 
added resources will also level-set 208 teachers, or raise individual salaries, based on local 
(HSSD) years of teaching experience and master’s degree attainment for those who are 
significantly below market value for the skills employed. Looking ahead, the employee-led 
Compensation Committee will continue market research to enhance a HSSD workplace 
environment that retains, develops, and attracts the best employee talent in the region.  
 
For more details on the above referendum-related initiative, please see our website at 
www.hssd.k12.wi.us/referendum . As always, please contact me with any questions you may 
have regarding the referendum and related plans for continued organizational excellence. 
Relatedly, facilities maintenance projects are just getting underway. I intend to share updates on 
these projects later this summer. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable holiday weekend. 
 
Together, 
 
Damian LaCroix 
Superintendent 
920.662.7709 
damilacr@hssd.k12.wi.us 
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