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Howard-Suamico Board of Education Advocacy 

Advocate: a person who pleads on someone else’s behalf 
 
Representing others is integral to our role as members of the Howard-Suamico Board of 
Education.  A large part of our responsibility is to represent the Howard-Suamico residents’ 
values and desires concerning education in the policies we develop for the school district. 
In addition, we also advocate for the district with businesses as well as local and state 
legislators.  It’s with this last audience, legislators, which we have worked significantly in 
the month of May. 
 
In an effort to further improve our advocacy outcomes, last year each board member 
aligned with a specific legislator with the hope of enhancing our ability to impact and 
support. This more individual alignment set the stage for unprecedented attendance by our 
local legislators, Representatives Nygren and Steffen as well as Senators Cowles and 
Hansen, to an education discussion hosted by the Board of Education on Friday, May 20.  
 
This recent meeting was an opportunity to share the district’s story of high academic 
performance, fiscal responsibility, as well as a short introduction by Bay Port students and 
staff on innovative learning models. In addition, we began a very important discussion 
concerning state funding for education and how it relates to a broader vision for Wisconsin, 
which is perhaps the greatest challenge facing our district. While there was opposing 
viewpoints from both sides of the aisle, ultimately everyone was in agreement that a more 
sustainable solution for education financing was needed.  
 
As the challenge of finance will only become more pressing for our district, last Friday’s 
meeting represents a significant step in a larger effort to work with our legislators on a 
sustainable solution.  As encouraged by Senator Cowles, the board and district will 
continue to keep our community informed and begin to build additional support for 
meaningful change amongst other area districts.  Despite the challenges ahead, in the next 
couple weeks the district and community look forward to the upcoming graduation for the 
class of 2016. 

For more information about the Howard-Suamico School District, please visit our website at 
www.hssd.k12.wi.us or for additional information regarding this article, contact School Board 
member Mark Ashley at markashl@hssd.k12.wi.us.  

 


